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CLASS RULES

In addition to complying with the Atlantic High School Student Handbook, the Honor Code, and the Acceptable Use Policy for the school’s computer equipment, the following rules apply in this class.

I.  Take responsibility for your own learning.
1. Every student will treat the other students with respect, will do their best, will do what is right, and will establish sound goals and work habits. 
2. Come to class on time, dressed appropriately, with all necessary materials. On time means you are in your seat when the minute bell rings...if you are not...have fun in ISS.
3. Listen attentively during lectures and discussions. 
4. Complete assignments on time and be prepared to take tests on scheduled dates.  (I DO NOT ACCEPT LATE WORK OR EXCUSES.  There is always a way to get the assignment to me ON TIME.)
5. Participate in class discussions. 
II.  Respect the rights and needs of others. 
1. Students will act like ladies and gentlemen at all times.
2. Avoid derogatory statements and use appropriate language at all times. 
3. Insulting another student will not be tolerated and may result in the issuance of a progress report, or a more severe deterrent.
4. Prevent interrupting the speaker by confining conversations to approved times and forms. 
5. Turn off cell phones and audible pagers.
6. Contribute your share of effort to group work.
III.  Demonstrate proper classroom etiquette. 
1. Be on time and bring your materials (notebook, pen or pencil, etc,...).  
2. Enter quietly if you arrive late.  Place your pass on the desk, go quietly to your seat and, if necessary, quietly ask someone sitting near you to point out what the class is doing.
3. Sit in your regular seat.  You will be assigned your seat within the first few days of school.   Periodically throughout the year, I may change the seating arrangement as appropriate to improve the learning environment. 
4. You may submit a written request for a different seat any time during the year. 
IV.  Treat all property with respect. 
1. Ensure that school furniture and facilities are not abused. 
2. Use other students' materials and equipment only as expressly permitted. 
3. Clear the area around your desk before you leave.
 CLASS PROCEDURES

      In this class we have a limited amount of time to pursue infinite opportunities.  In an effort to create and maintain the best possible learning environment, I have established certain classroom procedures.  These guidelines are in direct conformity with the philosophy of Atlantic High School.

1. All assignments are due at the beginning of the class on assigned dates unless I have notified you prior to the due date.  Work completed during class will not be accepted. If you leave school early for an appointment, sports or illness, please email your work, send it to class with a classmate, or have someone place it in my teacher's mailbox.  It is YOUR responsibility to ask another student for missed work.
2. A student's printer failing to operate properly or any other excuse barring the direst circumstances will not be accepted for any assignment that the student has more than one day to prepare.  (Emailing is always an option, so printer failure and other excuses are not accepted.)

3. All students are responsible for their own learning.  Read the chapters under discussion. Quizzes are given frequently to assure that you keep yourself up to date.

4. Every student must maintain a minimum of a 70 average to remain in good standing.  Should a student score below a 70 on a test, a progress report will be sent home.  Any student failing by the six-weeks and especially by the end of the first semester may result in a conference with Mrs. Bruce and your parents or guardian.

5. Every student must have a notebook and agenda/planner every class period, which they must keep up to date and organized. This requirement is necessary to foster the student's organizational habits as well as their overall understanding of the course material.

6. Students are expected to keep track of their own grades.   Do not even ask for your average if you have not written them down on your own.  In addition, do not ask for extra credit – it will be given at my discretion.  There are enough opportunities to do well in the course itself.

7. Make-up tests will either be in my room or in the afternoon study hall sessions.  Tests missed because of an illness will have a 2 day grace period (you miss class Monday, you must take the test on WEDNESDAY...NOT 2 Block periods, 2 DAYS!!!) in which a makeup test MUST be taken.  If there are extenuating circumstances, these need to be discussed with the teacher immediately.  An unexcused absence (e.g. skipping) will result in a zero. 

8. If you have an excused absence (field trip, sports, family trip,…) assigned work is to be handed in the day before you leave or it will be late.  Tests missed for the same reason MUST be taken the day prior to leaving or, in the case of a sporting event, in any available class period (see the teacher).

9. Students are not permitted to work on assignments for other subjects during class time.  The same goes for studying for tests and the like.

10. Any questions, concerns, or arguments for major point opportunities such as tests, projects, or papers can be submitted in writing for the my review.

 ACADEMIC HONESTY

I.   Assigned Task Rules:

1. Do not look at any other student’s work and do not show your work to any other student.
2. All work MUST be the sole work of the individual(s) who completed the work.  As all Atlantic Students are bound by the Honor Code, plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Copying someone else's work, whether written, spoken, or in any other form, is unethical and strictly forbidden.  Failure to credit your sources accurately (this includes your text, books, encyclopedias, CD-ROMs, Internet sources, or other materials) will result in no credit for the assignment.  Please refer to the following sites that explain how to avoid plagiarism at Indiana University or Purdue Online Writing Labs.  If necessary, your case may be dealt with by Mr. Youngman.  Simply put, use common sense and do not cheat.
3. Do not ask another student how he or she answered a particular question, and do not tell another student how you answered a particular question.
4. A student's printer failing to operate properly or any other excuse barring the direst circumstances will not be accepted for any assignment that the student has more than one day to prepare.  (Emailing is always an option, so printer failure and other excuses are not accepted.)
Guidelines
1. Make sure the use of information from other sources is appropriate for the assignment in question.
2. Make sure that such information is used sparingly and only in support of the main thesis.
3. Clearly designate the information used and accurately document its source.
4. Keep your eyes on your own paper during tests.  Completely erase any answer you wish to change on your answer sheet or additional paper.  If you wish, you may ask for another answer sheet or additional paper while the test is still being administered.  Barring an obvious problem with your answer sheet (e.g. the machine marking a correct answer as incorrect with no visible erasures), you will not receive extra points for errors.
My Expectations
While it is impossible to list all means of cheating, lying, plagiarism, etc., I expect all students to act with integrity. To provide guidance in this regard, if you have done something that you do not want me to know the truth about, you have most likely used poor judgment.  If you cannot be forthright with me about the source of your information, you have most likely taken credit for someone else's work. If you have not received specific approval from me for any additional resources for all assessments and lessons, you have most likely violated the honor code by using inappropriate materials.

I have faith that you will not do any of the above, for I have no reason not to trust you. However, if this trust is violated, it will be dealt with appropriately and immediately.  The bottom line is this, do what is right.

 GRADING

I DO NOT ACCEPT LATE WORK...IF IT IS LATE IT IS A ZERO!!!
Tests = 40%
Homework Assignments and Quizzes = 20%
Projects and Papers = 30%
Class Participation and Class Work = 10%

This is subject to change at any time.

 EXTRA HELP

    If you experience unusual difficulty in the assignments, either in general or consistently in a specific area, this is a signal to seek extra help.  For best results, attend extra help sessions as needed, rather than only the day before a test.  Bring in homework to help locate troublesome areas.

    I am available for extra help after school by appointment in room 5-202.  Also, I check my email (meadowj@palmbeach.k12.fl.us) several times a day and at night. 
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